
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Education of the School District of Black River Falls on 

Monday, December 20, 2021in the Red Creek Elementary School Commons. 

 

School Board President, Mary Jo Rozmenoski, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Members Present:  Mary Jo Rozmenoski, Mary Jo Radcliffe, Bradley Dobbs, Thomas 

Epps, Troy Webb, Ann Dehmer 

 

Board Members Absent:  Amy Hoffman 

 

Mary Jo Rozmenoski confirmed the public hearing notice with Marti Herzberg. 

 

Mary Jo Rozmenoski moved to relocate agenda items 6.1 Focus on Purpose – Business & Family 

and Consumer Science Departments, 7.1 Field Trips, 7.2 New Course Proposals, and 8.3 Bus 

Bids to before agenda item 5.2 WASB Resolutions, and agenda item 5.4 COVID Update – 

Mitigation Strategy to happen after agenda item 9. Public Comment.  Mary Jo Radcliffe 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Dr. Severson reviewed the following gifts:  Arielle Hall donated a trumpet to the Middle School 

band.  My Second Home Women’s Softball Team donated $50.00 for winter needs.  Black River 

Municipal Utilities donated $1,500.00 for electricity related education.  Ann Dehmer moved to 

approve these gifts as presented.  Tom Epps seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Sarah Halverson, Ryan Johnson and Emily Baures presented on the Business & Family and 

Consumer Science Departments. 

 

Nathan Wildenberg presented his proposal for a student trip to Boston which will be STEM 

focused.  Ann Dehmer moved to approve the trip proposal.  Brad Dobbs seconded the motion.  

Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Mike Shepard, Nathan Wildenberg and Ashley Wright presented new course proposals.  Ann 

Dehmer moved to approve them as presented.  Mary Jo Radcliffe seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried 6-0. 

 

Kristi Pronschinske presented information on her bus bid recommendation to purchase one bus 

for the 2022-2023 school year.  Mary Jo Radcliffe moved to approve the purchase.  Brad Dobbs 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

The Board Members reviewed the WASB Resolutions prior to the meeting. 

 

Mary Jo Radcliffe moved to approve the School Resource Officer Contract as presented.  Ann 

Dehmer seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
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Brad Dobbs moved to change the June and July Board Meetings from the third Monday of the 

month to the second Monday of the month.  Tom Epps seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Mary Jo Radcliffe moved to approve the employment recommendations as presented.  Ann 

Dehmer seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

The Principals reported on their state report card analysis and goals. 
 

Tom Epps moved to approve the monthly expenditures as presented.  Mary Jo Radcliffe 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

A site visit will be planned at the new bus garage in the new year. 

 

The Board reviewed the School Safety Drill Reports from the individual schools prior to the 

meeting. 

 

Jill Collins reported the School Safety and Emergency Operations Plan updates have been 

reviewed with the administrators.  A safety assessment was done and suggestions were made.  

The plan is being updated and will continue to be updated every three years.  Mary Jo Radcliffe 

moved to approve the plan as presented.  Ann Dehmer seconded the motion, Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Dr. Severson reviewed the first readings of Policies 345.52 Graduation Exercises, 441.1 

Seclusion & Restraint, 510 Personnel Policies, 522 Staff Involvement in Decision Making, 522.1 

Staff Involvement in Political Activities, 523.2 Staff Physical Examinations, 532.41 Uniformed 

Service Leave. 

 

Three community members registered and spoke during the public comment section of the 

meeting. 

 

Dr. Severson updated the Board on the recommendations regarding the COVID-19 mitigation 

strategies used by the District: 

 Continue to require masks during the school day. 

 Allow masks to be optional during optional after school activities. 

 Stop quarantining asymptomatic students and staff as close contacts, unless they are in 

the same household as a positive case. 

 

Mary Jo Radcliffe moved, starting January 3, 2022, to continue to require masks during school 

hours and reduce the quarantine regulations.  The motion passed 5-1 during a roll call vote:  Troy 

Webb – No, Mary Jo Radcliffe – Yes, Mary Jo Rozmenoski – Yes, Tom Epps – Yes, Ann 

Dehmer – Yes, Brad Dobbs – Yes. 

 

Troy Webb moved, starting at the end of the school day on December 22, 2021, masks will be 

optional at events outside of school hours, pending a discussion with the Lunda Community 

Center regarding their requirements in the fieldhouse.  Brad Dobbs seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed 4-2 during a roll call vote:  Mary Jo Radcliffe – No, Ann Dehmer – No, Mary Jo 

Rozmenoski – Yes, Brad Dobbs – Yes, Troy Webb – Yes, Tom Epps – Yes. 

 

Because of insurance requirements, masks will continue to be required on school buses while the 

federal mandate remains in place. 
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Tom Epps moved to approve the November 15, 2021 meeting minutes as presented.  Mary Jo 

Radcliffe seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Dr. Severson’s District Administrator’s report included: 

 She spoke about the threats of violence Tik Toc Challenge that school districts across the 

country were dealing with last Friday. 

 Should the Board reconsider where the public comment section of the meeting is place on 

the agenda in the future?  The Board decided they would like to put the public comment 

section back under Community Engagement on the agenda. 

 Brandon Jahr spoke about the homemade cookie boxes that the Red Creek students and 

staff delivered around the community for Christmas. 

 

Mary Jo Rozmenoski noted that there’s still time for Board Members to ask Marti Herzberg to 

register them for the Annual WASB Education Convention that will be held in January. 

 

Brad Dobbs shared that he attended a wrestling tournament and wants to congratulate Steve 

Markee and Andy Osegard on a job well done with the organization of the tournament. 

 

Mary Jo Radcliffe gave an update on standards based grading. 

 

The Board Members would like to move the meetings back to the Board Room at the District 

Office starting in January. 

 

At 8:32 p.m. Ann Dehmer moved to adjourn.  Brad Dobbs seconded the motion.  Motion carried 

6-0. 

 

 

_________________________________     __________________________________ 

Mary Jo Radcliffe, Clerk                                Marti Herzberg, Recording Secretary 
 


